THE GREAT STATE

and a general strike. The more rigid and complete
the Servile State becomes, the more thorough will
be its ultimate failure. Its fate is decay or explo-
sion. From its debris we shall either revert to the
Normal Social Life and begin again the long strug-
gle towards that ampler, happier, juster arrangement
of human affairs which we of this book, at any rate,
believe to be possible, or we shall pass into the
twilight of mankind.

This greater social life we put, then, as the only
real alternative to the Normal Social Life from which
man is continually escaping. For it we do not
propose to use the expressions the "socialist state'*
or <f socialism," because we believe those terms have
now by constant confused use become so battered
and bent and discoloured by irrelevant associations
as to be rather misleading than expressive. We
propose to use the term The Great State to express
this ideal of a social system no longer localised, no
longer immediately tied to and conditioned by the
cultivation of the land, world-wide in its interests
and outlook and catholic in its tolerance and sym-
pathy, a system of great individual freedom with a
universal understanding among its citizens of a
collective thought and purpose.

Now the difficulties that lie in the way of humanity
in its complex and toilsome journey through the
coming centuries towards this Great State are fun-
damentally difficulties of adaptation and adjust-
ment. To no conceivable social state is man in-
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